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Nosso Barco Tambor Terra is one of the largest sculptures Ernesto Neto has ever
made. Its shape s a product of monthe of work, in dialogue with MAAT's archi-
tectural space and the museum’s surroundings, richly imbued with history and
symbolism as the departure point for the caravels that set sall for what would come
to be known as the Americas.

To create the work, Neto used mostly chintz, a relatively cheap cotton fabric
that is extremely common in Brazil, often printed with brightly coloured flowers and
plants. The fabric was cut into strips and crocheted by various assistants, based
on a technique developed over the years in the artist’s studio in Rio de Janeiro:
atelienave. The material thus obtained was used to create the cells that together
compose the sculpture. The work's overall plan is developed freehand, through
tests and adjustments supported by specific software that allows for precision but
also sufficient malleability to adapt to the characteristice of the space at the time of
mounting in situ.

In recent years, alongside his activity as an artist, Neto has also devoted himself
to percussion. Throughout the exhibition, the sculpture, which incorporates a series
of instruments, will be periodically activated by a musical programme, devised by
mugicians and groups from various parts of the world, with particular emphasie on
the rhythms of African and Asian diasporas. Symbolically, the meeting of rhythme
and beats in Nosso Barco Tambor Terra [our boat drum earth] forms a counterpoint
to the multitude of languages spoken around the world, alluding to the possibility of
finding, in proper moments and contexts, common languages that allow a commu-
nication that transcends the verbal and facilitates authentic and profound encoun-
ters. Consistent with the artist's desire to create a truly collective and diverse work,
various drumes from a range of provenances that inhabit the installation can also be
played by visitors to the exhibition.

Production photographs, stelisrmave, Ernesto Neto, 2024
0 Pope Schettine and Lucie Vincent
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Qver the last few decades, the work of Emesto Neto (Rio de Janeiro, 1964) has
expanded and diversified in terms of the materials used, the scale of the sculptures
and the installations designed and executed, as well as the constantly expanding
sphere of the artist’s own interests and the agents he works with. Despite this
evolution, what hae driven him since the start of his career is a deep-seated and
authentic connection with the forces that organise the earth and the cosmos -

like gravity, which, although invisible, rules and regulates our world. Neto's universe
frequently incorporates allusions and references to life and its cycles, to processes
of fertilisation, gestation and birth, to the fecundity of nature. The most recurrent
shapes in his work are abstract, but one immediately recognises and senses them
as animal, organic, even alive. Consistently with this, his vocabulary and imagery
often include seeds, cocoons, eggs; his creations emerge over time, in gradual
processes of germination and growth.

For hie first exhibition at MAAT, those references materialise in a large-scale
sculpture, whose shape and name can simultaneously suggest a ship, a primordial
beast, a forest or even, and more likely, all of those things and infinite others at
the same time, because the artist portrays the world as a whole, that "Gala world”,
as he defines it: ancestral, pre-colonial and even pre-human - a planet obviously
shaped by violent events and occurrences, such as the enforced displacement of
millions of enslaved people during the colonial processes that marked history and
the relationship between Portugal and Brazil, among many other countries; but also
a planet where, from the mix of races, populations and peoples emerge surprising
cultures and worldviews whose strength and beauty one must recegnise, reaffirm
and celebrate.

Before or besides the possible symbolic and metaphorical readings of this
exhibition and the various elements that compose it, Nosso Barco Tambor Terra
is, In the artist’s own words, a dance. Neto's work always has at its core a physical
relationship in which the spectators’ and the work’s bodies meet and touch,
defining the epace based on the relationship between the latter and the first and,
before, with gravity itself. The “trees” that populate the interior of the sculpture

\ allude to the eternal and essential relationship between sky and earth, they are the
‘ backbone around which life can organise itself. In that sense, the dance that Nosso
Barco Tambor Terra inspires and evokes is a gesture of spiritual alignment with
the forces of nature, but also the celebration of a process carried out cell by cell,
over months, on opposite sides of an ocean that, like the air we breathe, brings us i

together and separates us at the same time. d

Jacopo Crivelli Visconti

Curator
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