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In his first 
London solo 
show for a 

decade, the 
Brazilian artist  
Iran do Espírito 
Santo explores 

themes of 
domesticity and 
representation, 
inviting us to 

reconsider our 
relationship 
to everyday 

objects
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ran do Espírito Santo is talking about dreams. The 
Brazilian contemporary artist is not a surrealist per 
se: the muted, monochromatic palette and tightly 
orchestrated geometry of his work is logical and 
refined, but his obsession with everyday objects starts 
in his subconscious. 

“It doesn’t start from an intellectual approach,” he says 
of his work, chatting to me over Zoom from São Paulo. 
“Each one is like the images that show up in dreams, you 

don’t control them. They force their way through and 
they constantly want to show you something. And so, like 
dreams, you try to interpret them and that’s when the 
intellectual work comes. Then it becomes rational and very 
controlled.”

Widely regarded as one of Brazil’s most intriguing 
artists, Espírito Santo wryly subverts the minimalist 
tradition through his abstract sculptures of familiar 
everyday objects such as dice, cans and light bulbs, made 
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