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With its complex conceptual vocabulary, Jac Leirner's work 
employs the collection and accumulation of objects as a 
method, like mementos or souvenirs that the artist collects, 
or extracts, from their original contexts. Preferring the 
collection to the unitary object, Leirner organizes cigarette 
butts, utensils, tools, cash bills, rulers, and airplane ashtrays 
according to a serial or modular principle. Merely collecting 
or organizing these objects is not enough; it is necessary to 
compose a formal arrangement, where Leirner's strategies 
settle into a sculptural form. These forms always remit to 
ulterior – art-historical, museological, industrial, consumer – 
systems, so that structural organization is always associated 
with social connotations of exchange and circulation.

Com seu complexo vocabulário conceitual, Jac Leirner 
emprega como método o colecionismo e a acumulação de 
objetos; espécies de mementos ou souvenirs que a artista 
recolhe ou extrai de seus contextos originais. Preferindo a 
coleção ao objeto unitário, o trabalho de Jac Leirner organiza 
bitucas de cigarro, utensílios e ferramentas, cédulas de 
dinheiro, réguas, cinzeiros de avião de acordo com um 
princípio serial ou modular. Não basta apenas reunir ou 
organizar os muitos objetos, mas compor com eles, 
finalmente, um arranjo plástico, em que as estratégias de 
Leirner assentam sobre uma forma escultural. Essas formas 
remetem sempre a sistemas ulteriores – arte-históricos, 
museológicos, industriais, de consumo – de modo que a 
organização estrutural associa-se sempre a conotações 
sociais de troca e circulação.
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São Paulo, Brasil, 1961
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JAC LEIRNER

2nd Class, 2023

Plástico, metal e manta de poliéster [Plastic, metal and polyester foam] 
109 x 59 x 60 cm [42.913 x 23.228 x 23.622 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Spirit Level, 2023

Alumínio e nível de precisão [Aluminum and precision level]

3.6 x 300 cm [1.4 x 118.1 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Spirit Level, 2023

Detalhe [Detail]



JAC LEIRNER

Village Inside I, 2023

Papel sobre tela [Paper on canvas] 
86.3 x 518.5 cm [33.976 x 204.134 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Village Inside I, 2023

Detalhe [Detail]



JAC LEIRNER

Secret, 2023

Alumínio e tampas de caneta [Aluminum and pen caps]
3 partes [parts] | Dimensões variáveis [Dimensions variable] | 1.5 x 50.5 cm [0.5 x 19.8 in] | 
3.8 x 15.5 cm [1.4 x 6.1 in] | 1.6 x 200 cm [0.6 x 78.7 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Secret, 2023

Detalhe [Detail]
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Swiss Institute | New York, USA, 2023



Jac Leirner: Os Cem (Roda) / The One Hundreds (Wheel)

SFMOMA Permanent Collection | San Francisco, USA, 2023



Jac Leirner: Os Cem (Roda) / The One Hundreds (Wheel)

SFMOMA Permanent Collection | San Francisco, USA, 2023



Us Horizon

Esther Schipper | Berlin, Germany, 2022
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Jac Leirner: Us Horizon

Esther Schipper | Berlin, Germany, 2022



Jac Leirner e Adriano Costa: O Meu Trabalho

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2021



Jac Leirner e Adriano Costa: O Meu Trabalho

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2021



JAC LEIRNER

my man, 2020

Sacos de chá, nylon e metal [Tea bags, nylon and metal]

10 x 15 x 7,5 cm [3.937 x 5.906 x 2.953 in]



Jac Leirner e Adriano Costa: O Meu Trabalho

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2021



JAC LEIRNER

Kimono, 2021

Papel montado em alumínio

[Paper mounted on aluminum]

64 x 30 cm [25.19 x 11.81 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Kimono, 2021

Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner e Adriano Costa: O Meu Trabalho

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2021



25th Wolfgang Hahn Prize

Museum Ludwig | Cologne, Germany, 2019
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Jac Leirner: 25th Wolfgang Hahn Prize

Museum Ludwig | Cologne, Germany, 2019



JAC LEIRNER 
Skin (Smoking Maiz), 2018 
Papel e cola [Paper and glue] 
120 x 400 cm [47 x 157 in]



JAC LEIRNER 
Skin (Smoking Maiz), 2018 
Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner: 25th Wolfgang Hahn Prize

Museum Ludwig | Cologne, Germany, 2019



Corpus Delicti and Other Lines

Galleria Franco Noero | Torino, Italy, 2019



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti and Other Lines

Galleria Franco Noero | Torino, Italy, 2019



JAC LEIRNER 
Tsipora (bird), 2018 
Réguas de madeira, alumínio e plástico [Wooden, aluminium and plastic rulers] 
60 pecas [pieces] | Dimensoes totais [Overall dimensions]: 122 x 420 cm [48.03 x 165.35 in]



JAC LEIRNER 
Tsipora (bird), 2018 
Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti and Other Lines

Galleria Franco Noero | Torino, Italy, 2019



JAC LEIRNER 
Corpus Delicti (Lufthansa), 1985-2018 
Aço e nylon [Steel and nylon] 
120 x 18 x 3 cm [47 x 7 x 1 in]



JAC LEIRNER 
Corpus Delicti (Lufthansa), 1985-2018 
Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti and Other Lines

Galleria Franco Noero | Torino, Italy, 2019



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti and Other Lines

Galleria Franco Noero | Torino, Italy, 2019



Adição

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2018



Jac Leirner: Adição

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2018



Jac Leirner: Adição
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Jac Leirner: Adição

Fortes D’Aloia & Gabriel | São Paulo, Brasil, 2018



Add It Up

The Fruitmarket Gallery | Edinburgh, Scotland, 2017
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Jac Leirner: Add It Up

The Fruitmarket Gallery | Edinburgh, Scotland, 2017



Institutional Ghost

IMMA – Irish Museum of Modern Art | Dublin, Ireland, 2017
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Jac Leirner: Institutional Ghost

IMMA – Irish Museum of Modern Art | Dublin, Ireland, 2017



Borders are Drawn by Hand 

MoCA - Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai | Shangai, China, 2016



Jac Leirner: Borders are Drawn by Hand 

MoCA - Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai | Shangai, China, 2016



Jac Leirner: Borders are Drawn by Hand 

MoCA - Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai | Shangai, China, 2016



JAC LEIRNER

Buddha's Eyes, 2016

Pinceis de caligrafia chinesa e correntes de aço [Chinese brushes and steel chains]

53 x 371 cm [20.866 x 146.063 in] 



JAC LEIRNER

Buddha's Eyes, 2016

Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner: Borders are Drawn by Hand 

MoCA - Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai | Shangai, China, 2016



Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



Jac Leirner: Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



Jac Leirner: Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



JAC LEIRNER

Toffee, 2016 

Embalagem de papel para cigarro e niveis de precisao sobre compensado de madeira 
[Rolling paper package and liquid level indicators on plywood] 

14.5 x 286.2 x 2 cm [5.709 x 112.677 x 0.787 in] 



JAC LEIRNER

Toffee, 2016 

Detalhe [Detail] 



Jac Leirner: Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



JAC LEIRNER

Breakfast Specials, 2016

Impressao UV sobre compensado de madeira [UV inkjet print on plywood]

14.9 x 91 x 2 cm [5 x 35 in] 



JAC LEIRNER

Breakfast Specials, 2016

Detalhe [Detail]



Jac Leirner: Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



Jac Leirner: Junkie 

White Cube | London, England, 2016



métrica mínima

Galpão Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2015



Jac Leirner: métrica mínima

Galpão, Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2015



Jac Leirner: métrica mínima

Galpão, Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2015



JAC LEIRNER

métrica mínima(op), 2015

Newspaper on linen

9.5 x 272.5 x 4 cm [3 x 107 x 1 in]



JAC LEIRNER

métrica mínima (op), 2015

Detalhe [Detail] 



Jac Leirner: métrica mínima

Galpão, Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2015



Sharjah Biennial 12: The past, the present, the possible 

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, 2015
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Sharjah Biennial 12: The past, the present, the possible 

Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, 2015



JAC LEIRNER

Fase Azul (Números) / Blue Phase (Numbers), 1995 
Cédulas de dinheiro [Banknotes]

72 x 106 cm [28 x 41 in]



JAC LEIRNER

Fase Azul (Números) / Blue Phase (Numbers), 1995 
Detalhe [Detail]



Pesos y Medidas 

CAAM – Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderna | Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain, 2014



Jac Leirner: Pesos y Medidas 

CAAM – Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderna | Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain, 2014
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CAAM – Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderna | Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain, 2014



Funciones de una variable

Museo Tamayo | Mexico City, Mexico, 2014
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Jac Leirner: Funciones de una variable

Museo Tamayo | Mexico City, Mexico, 2014



Hardware Silk

White Cube | London, England, 2013
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Jac Leirner: Hardware Silk

White Cube | London, England, 2013



Hardware Seda – Hardware Silk

Galeria Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2012
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Jac Leirner: Hardware Seda – Hardware Silk

Galeria Fortes Vilaça | São Paulo, Brasil, 2012



Hardware Seda – Hardware Silk

Yale University School of Art | New Haven, USA, 2012



Jac Leirner: Hardware Seda – Hardware Silk

Yale University School of Art | New Haven, USA, 2012



JAC LEIRNER

Two Four Twelve, 2017 
Madeira e tinta laca [Wood and lacquer paint]

Peca 1 [Piece 1]: 12 x 22 x 24 cm [4 x 8 x 9 in]

Peca 2 [Piece 2]: 4 x 24 x 24 cm [1.5 x 9 x 9 in] 



Jac Leirner: Hardware Seda – Hardware Silk

Yale University School of Art | New Haven, USA, 2012



Jac Leirner

Estação Pinacoteca | São Paulo, Brasil, 2011
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Jac Leirner

Estação Pinacoteca | São Paulo, Brasil, 2011



JAC LEIRNER

Void Bag 24, 2008 
Plastic bag, polyester blanket and acrylic

55 x 96 x 4.5 cm [21 x 37 x 1 in in] 



Ad infinitum

Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil | Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, 2002



Jac Leirner: Ad infinitum

Centro Cultural Banco do Brasil | Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, 2002



JAC LEIRNER

O Livro (dos cem), 1987 
Impressão off-set [Off-set printing]

63 x 53 cm [24.8 x 20.8 in] 



JAC LEIRNER

O Livro (dos cem), 1987

Detalhe [Detail]



47. Biennale di Venezia

Venice, Italy, 1997
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Venice, Italy, 1997



Sense and Sensibility: Women Artists and Minimalism

MoMA - Museum of Modern Art | New York, USA, 1994



Sense and Sensibility: Women Artists and Minimalism

MoMA - Museum of Modern Art | New York, USA, 1994



Latin American Artists of the Twentieth Century

MoMA - Museum of Modern Art | New York, USA, 1993
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Latin American Artists of the Twentieth Century

MoMA - Museum of Modern Art | New York, USA, 1993



Corpus Delicti

Centre d’Art Contemporain | Geneva, Switzerland, 1993



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti

Centre d’Art Contemporain | Geneva, Switzerland, 1993



Jac Leirner: Corpus Delicti

Centre d’Art Contemporain | Geneva, Switzerland, 1993



Documenta 9

Kassel, Germany, 1992
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Documenta 9

Kassel, Germany, 1992



44. Biennale di Venezia

Venice, Italy, 1990 



44. Biennale di Venezia

Venice, Italy, 1990 



20. Bienal de São Paulo

São Paulo,Brasil, 1989
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São Paulo,Brasil, 1989



Galpão

Rua James Holland 71

01138-000 São Paulo Brasil

Carpintaria

Rua Jardim Botânico 971

22470-051 Rio de Janeiro Brasil


